AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

123 STAT. 3618 PROCLAMATION 8352—MAR. 13, 2009

earth. She also proposed that America invest in alternative energy
sources such as hydroelectricity, solar power, and wind power.

These women helped protect our environment and our people while
challenging the status quo and breaking social barriers. Their achieve-
ments inspired generations of American women and men not only to
save our planet, but also to overcome obstacles and pursue their inter-
ests and talents. They join a long and proud history of American
women leaders, and this month we honor the contributions of all
women to our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March
2009 as Women’s History Month. I call upon all our citizens to observe
this month with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities that
honor the history, accomplishments, and contributions of American
women.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day
of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the Inde-

pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
third.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8352 of March 13, 2009
National Poison Prevention Week, 2009

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Since 1962, National Poison Prevention Week has helped raise aware-
ness about the dangers of potentially poisonous substances and has
provided the opportunity to educate fellow Americans about pre-
venting and responding to poisonings. This education effort is critical
to the well-being of children and adults alike, as both remain suscep-
tible to poison exposure.

According to the American Association of Poison Control Centers
(AAPCC), more than two million potential poison exposures are re-
ported to the Nation’s 61 poison control centers every year. More than
half of those exposures involve children aged five and under. The
AAPCC also reports that more than one thousand deaths due to poi-
soning take place in the United States every year.

Poisoning most frequently involves medicines and typical household
chemicals, including cleaning supplies and personal care products.
When improperly stored, these substances can present threats to the
health and well-being of people subject to exposure. Taking simple
steps can protect family and friends from harm. For example, keeping
poisonous materials in their original containers, placing these materials
out of children’s reach, following handling instructions and rec-
ommended dosages, and installing carbon monoxide detectors can all
help save lives. More information can be found at www.aapcc.org. In
the event of a potential poisoning, experts at local poison control cen-
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ters can be reached at 1-800-222-1222. As children and adults suffer
from poison exposures, all Americans should take seriously this grave
health risk.

To encourage Americans to learn more about the dangers of accidental
poisonings and to take appropriate preventive measures, the Congress,
by joint resolution approved September 26, 1961, as amended (75 Stat.
681), has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclama-
tion designating the third week of March each year as ‘“National Poison
Prevention Week.” I encourage all Americans to familiarize themselves
with this issue and take steps to protect their families.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim March 15 through March 21,
2009, as National Poison Prevention Week.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth
day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
thirty-third.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8353 of March 24, 2009

Greek Independence Day: A National Day of Celebration
of Greek and American Democracy, 2009

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The American people join Hellenes today in commemorating the 188th
anniversary of Greece’s independence. As we celebrate the establish-
ment of the Hellenic Republic, we honor the historic contributions of
Greeks and Greek-Americans.

Americans celebrated the cause of Greek independence during the new
nation’s earliest years. In 1824, summarizing support for the Greek
struggle among the American people, then-Representative Henry Clay
declared, “That it is felt with the deepest intensity, expressed in al-
most every possible form, and that it increases with every new day and
passing hour.” His words are echoed today as Americans celebrate the
anniversary of this struggle for independence.

The relationship between Greece and the United States owes much to
the vision of democracy and liberty forged in Greece. In constructing
a modern democratic framework, our Nation’s founders drew upon the
immutable principles of the ancient Greeks. All who cherish the ideal
of democratic governance are beneficiaries of the Greek legacy.

From the literary classics taught in our children’s classrooms to the
gleaming monuments of our Nation’s capital, Greek cultural traditions
have also found a home in the United States. In classrooms across the
country, many of our students still immerse themselves in the epics of
Homer, the dramas of Sophocles, and the philosophical innovations of
Plato and Aristotle. Among the Greek-influenced structures in Wash-
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